
 Knowsley Older People’s Involvement Programme 
In this month’s Older People’s Involvement Programme section we are focusing on the Electoral 

Roll and why it is important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What is the Electoral Roll and why is it important? 
Members of Knowsley Older People’s Voice (KOPV) often ask about the 
reasons for being included on the Electoral Roll. Some are especially wary 
about having their details on a list such as this, as they feel it makes them 
vulnerable to nuisance telephone calls and scams. 
 

This information has been put together to explain the importance of the 
electoral roll, and how people can be included on this without fear of 
inappropriate contacts from traders. 
  

What is the Electoral Roll? 
The electoral roll (sometimes called the electoral register) is an official list of all the people who are registered 
to vote in a particular area – in this case Knowsley. It has particularly relevance this year (2015) due to the 
General Election, and those who wish to vote need to ensure they are on the Electoral Roll. You must be 
eligible to vote in order to appear on the register. To be eligible to vote a person must: 
 

 be a resident in the electoral area 
 be a British or Irish citizen, Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of a European Union country 
 be 18 years of age. 16 or 17 year olds may also be able to register depending on your date of birth 
 not be subject to any legal incapacity to vote 
 

Changes for 2015 
From 10 June 2014, the way we register to vote has changed. Previously one person in each household has 
been able to register all the individuals in that household who are eligible to vote. Now, each person needs to 
register to vote individually, rather than as a household. The new registration system is called Individual 
Electoral Registration (IER) and has been introduced nationally to help tackle electoral fraud and enable online 
registration, which will make it easier and more convenient for most people to register to vote. 
 

The majority of Knowsley residents will have automatically transferred to the new system following a 
comparison of their details against those records held by the Department for Work and Pensions. 
However, approximately 10% of Knowsley residents will not have automatically transferred and will need to 
register through IER. 
 

If you need to register, you can do so in the following ways: 
 

Online – www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
Telephone – (0151) 443 2222 
 

Opting Out 
The information above demonstrates good reasons why individuals should be 
included on the Electoral Roll. There are in fact two versions of the Electoral 
Roll: 
 

 The full version – includes all registered people and is used for elections, preventing and detecting 
crime, and credit checking 

 The open register – a version available to anyone who wants to buy a copy. 
 

Any registered person on the Electoral Roll can opt out of the open register, for example if they are concerned 
that this might be used for marketing or other purposes. You are usually able to exercise your wishes to opt 
out during the registration process. Alternatively you can contact the Knowsley Electoral Registration Office to 
confirm your opt out status in the following ways: 
 

Email: elections@knowsley.gov.uk 
Telephone: (0151) 443 2222 

If you are interested in finding out more about Knowsley Older People’s Involvement 
Programme, please contact David Aspin on 0151 449 3954 or email: 

David.Aspin@healthwatchknowsley.co.uk 


